
Saguache County Board of Commissioners met in regular session  
Tuesday, October 7, 2008 with the following present: 
 
   Sam Pace, Chairman 
   Mike Spearman, Vice Chairman 
   Linda Joseph, Commissioner 
   Ben Gibbons, County Attorney 
   Wendi Maez, Co-Administrator 
   Lyn Zimmer, Co-Administrator 
   Melinda Myers, Secretary and Clerk to the Board   
 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Pace at 9:03 A.M. 
 
Under Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:   

1. Add -Connie Trujillo –Treasurer report. 
2. Delete the Samuel Johnson Conditional Use request in the Land Use report; the   
application was withdrawn. 

 
Connie Trujillo – Treasurer report: 

• Overall Trujillo feels the County’s money is safe since it is spread out in several 
bank, however the balances are almost always over the limit for federally insured 
funds.  

 

Joseph moved to approve the agenda as amended. Spearman seconded the motion. The 
vote was three Ayes. 

 

Reading and approval of minutes:  
 

Spearman moved to approve the minutes of September 16, 2008 as amended. Joseph 
seconded motion. The vote was three Ayes. 

 

Review of Mail: 
1. The Annual Crestone Energy and Sustainability Fair sent a grant report for the 

Saguache County Grant Report on the 19th Annual Fair. (9/16/08) 
2. The Rio Grande Water Conservation District sent a reminder for the next 

regular scheduled Board of Director’s meeting of the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District Board of Directors to be held October 21, 2008. (9/18/08) 

3. The Town of Crestone sent an explanation for the use of the Title III Funds 
provided by Saguache County in December 2007. (9/19/08) 



4. Commissioner Dorothea Farris, Colorado Counties, Inc. President sent the 
agendas for the October 3, 2008 Colorado Counties, Inc. Legislative Meeting and 
Membership Business Meeting. (9/19/08) 

5. Larry Kallenberger, Colorado Counties, Inc. Executive Director sent the 
schedule of dues for calendar year 2009. (9/19/08) 

6. William Folk sent a request to amend the August 12, 2008 minutes to include his 
perceived responses of Commissioners Linda Joseph and Sam Pace to direct 
questions asked of them by Folk. Joseph stated she would recuse herself from any 
vote on the Cottonwood Creek and Spanish Creek trails issues because of her 
work with Manitou Foundation. Folk contends that Pace stated that he had not 
received any contribution this year (2008) for his campaign for re-election to the 
Saguache County Commission from any individual directly affiliated with 
Manitou Foundation. (9/18/08) 

7. Darrell Dearborn, Geologist for the Solid Waste and Materials Management 
Unit sent a letter in regards to an August 26, 2008 routine compliance inspection 
of the Saguache County Landfill. The purpose of the inspection was to assess the 
compliance of the facility with the requirements set forth in the Solid Wastes 
Disposal Sites and Facilities. An Inspection report provided a summary of 
observations and discussions on the day of the inspection. No violations were 
observed during the inspection. Dearborn can be reached at 303-692-3349 for any 
further questions or comments. (9/19/08)  

8. Rhonda Johnson with Wolf Creek Access Scoping sent a letter inviting the 
public to comment on the Wolf Creek Access Proposal. For more information 
about the project please check out there website at 
http:/www.fs.fed.us/r2/riogrande/projects/forcomment.  Meetings are on October 
7, 08 from 5-7:30 pm in Creede, October 8,08 5-7:30pm in Del Norte , or October 
9, 08 5-7:30pm in Pagosa Springs.(9/23/08) 

9. Rio Grande Water Conservation District sent the Draft Agenda for the Board 
of Commissioners Meeting on October 21, 2008. (9/25/08) 

10. Caring for Colorado Foundation sent a letter for you to visit their new website 
to find information about Grant making Program & Initiatives, & how to apply for 
a grant.  Please visit www.caringforcolorado.org. (9/25/08) 

11. Tim Macklin with Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) sent a 
letter in which the NRCS in Colorado prepared to deliver the conservation 
programs within the Bill. (9/25/08)  

12. State of Colorado State Board of Equalization sent a Notice of Public Hearings 
on October 8, 2008 at 9am in Denver, Co. (9/25/08) 

13. NACA The Journal of County Administration sent their August 2008 newsletter. 
(9/29/08) 

14. State of Colorado Lenore Bates sent a flyer, poster & letter about Walk to School 
Day is a step in a Healthy Direction for Colorado Safe Routes to School. . Poster 
was hung up in Courthouse.(9/29/08) 

15. Timothy Vrudny from Colorado Department of Public Health sent a letter to 
Akia Tanara, Crestone Town Manager about the Design Documents (plans & 
specifications) approval for the Town of Crestone. (9/30/08) 

16. Colorado State University sent a report from the San Luis Valley Extension 
agents informing the work that has been done in 2008.  If you have any questions 
about what the Extension is doing Please call Eleanor West at 719-852-7381. 
(9/30/08) 



17. South Central Workforce Board Meeting sent there Agenda for October 8, 08 
from 1-3:30pm in Trinidad, CO. (10/2/08) 

18. Steve Winn, Treasurer of Crestone Youth Plaza, Inc sent an activity report & 
final accounting for the Saguache County Sales Tax Grant that funded 18% of our 
Summer Adventures Program for 2008. (10/6/08) 

19. Baca Grande Property Owners Association sent their Annual Members 
Meeting & Board of Directors Election for the Baca Grande Property Owners 
Association will be held on November 14,08 at 7pm at the Baca Grande POA 
Hall, Crestone. (10/6/08) 

20. State of Colorado Department of Transportation sent a letter informing that 
CDOT are now accepting proposals for the maintenance Incentive Pilot Program. 
(10/6/08) 

21. State of Colorado, sent their Colorado Board of Health Agenda for October 15, 

08at 10 am in Denver, CO. (10/6/08) 
22. Upper Arkansas Water Conservancy District sent there Tentative Agenda 

Board of Directors Meeting October 9, 08 in Salida, CO. at 1:30pm. (10/7/08) 
 
Introduction of Guests:  Tom Blunt – Veterans’ officer; Jerry Burton; Myron Smith & Wade 
Collins – Old Town Cow; Andrew Archuleta – BLM/USFS; Nick Lopez, Richard Reynolds, 
Laurie Blanz, Steve Parker, and Kerrie Neet – CDOT. 
 
Commissioners’ Reports-Updates of Meetings:  
Sam Pace reported:   

• Sept 22 – Attended the South Central Colorado Seniors meeting. 
Mike Spearman reported: 

• Vacation to Pennsylvania the last week of September 
• September 30 - Valley Commissioners worked on budget. 
• September 30 - Met with Mike Wisdom, DRG, to discuss progress on  

 Feasibility Study on Solar Plant and new Excel Pipeline. 
• October 2 - Attended Seniors meeting in Center 
• October 3 - Attended Land Use meeting with Rio Grand Land Use County staff, 

 Commissioner and guest to discuss Oil and Gas Regulations.  
• October 6 – Attended Joint Budget Meeting. 
• On October15, will be meeting in Denver with Excel on the Gas pipeline in 

Center down County Road B.  
Linda Joseph reported:  

• September 17 - Attended a ScSEED Board meeting and pizza social gathering in 
Center, which was well attended, with much interest and discussion of economic 
development activities. Bob Adler spoke of the transition from the 
Crestone/Moffat Business Association to the Saguache County Business 
Association. Mike and Ronnie Wisdom spoke of the targeted industry activities 
and other ways ScSEED and SLV DRG might interface. Julio Perez expressed 
interest in ideas for the land annexed most recently to Center. Numerous people 



signed on to the economic development email list hosted by ScSEED to be in the 
loop as the Economic Vitality Task Force moves forward. 

• September 17 - Spoke with Pam Gripp to inquire regarding status of the 
Conditional Use application for Ben & Terry's Auto repair shop. She was going to 
follow-up with Land Use. 

• September 18 - Sat in on the last half hour of the State team completing the SLV 
EMS needs assessment at the Northern Saguache Ambulance District and dinner.  

• September 20 - Supported the Library and ScSEED tables at the Fall Fest in 
Saguache.  

• September 23 - While meeting with Kim Smoyer and Jess Shook, regarding 
ScSEED projects, it was mentioned that citizens in the northern parts of the 
County are interested in developing recycling programs for communities and 
school, and ScSEED could look into fundraising, and coordinate. Jess Shook will 
follow up with Randy Arredondo.  

• September 25 - Attended the Grazing Management / Sage Grouse Habitat 
Research Sub-Committee meeting in Gunnison with Elinor Laurie, who will 
follow-up in two October meetings, which Joseph cannot attend due to schedule 
conflicts.  

• September 29 - Attended the evening public forum for Town of Saguache 
Revitalization planning. Spoke with Tina Serna, of the town Council, who would 
like the contact information for Colorado Logos, to inquire about signs for 
Saguache.  

• September 30 - Attended the SLV County Commissioners meeting in Alamosa to 
review the budget for Valley causes.  

• October 2 – Phone consult with Kenny Bertin from WSB to rework navigation on 
the County website home page. He sent a report on the activity on the site, which 
may help in consideration of division of IT costs. 

• October 3 - Attended the Colorado Counties Inc. (CCI) Legislative meeting in 
Denver. Joseph forwarded the summary of 12 bills approved for CCI follow-up, 
plus 3 that others will carry, and counties support.  

• October 6 - Attended the BOCC meetings with County Dept. Heads to present 
their draft 2009 budgets.  

 
Lynn Zimmer and Wendi Maez - CO-Administrators: 

• Chella Colman submitted a letter for the Board to review to go out to the 
CSBG recipients who are not in compliance. The Board approved and signed 
the letter. 

• There have been problems with the installation of the carpet. DelMar Carpet 
was to have the carpet installed on the middle floor by Wednesday, October 
1st. The carpet did not get to DelMar until Friday, October 3rd. This has caused 
several problems with the Assessor and Treasurer’s office due to the fact that 
their offices have been out of commission all week and totally closed Friday.  
Since the carpet was not delivered we have had to hold off on the installation 
of the commissioner’s room and the hall. It has been suggested by Connie that 
we see about possibly not paying them the whole bid amount because there 
have been 5 County employees that have been paid for the week and could not 



work. Contract releases vendors from circumstances beyond their control, 
which is the cause of the delay cited by the DelMar. 

• Budget work session was held on October 6th. 
• We have spoken with CenturyTel and they came and looked at the telephone 

pole that is located in Mike Cassidy’s yard. The telephone pole does in fact 
belong to Saguache County and we will have to pay to have the pole removed.  
Pete Garcia has spoken with a gentleman from Center that can remove the 
pole for us and we should have an amount by Tuesday for your review. 

 
Spearman moved to appoint Tristam Post to the SLV Fair Board and send a 
letter of thanks to Dan Davis for his service. Joseph seconded the motion. 
The vote was three Ayes. 
 
• We can now appoint Tristam Post to the SLV Fair Board. 
• Reservations have been made for the CCI Conference to be held on December 

1-3, 2008. 
Stephens Plumbing and Heating has submitted two bids to possibly help with 
the heat problem in the Clerk and Recorder’s office. The first bid is to put in 
an air condition system on the roof of the courthouse and pile air down to the 
2nd and 3rd floors for $53,250.  And the second bid is to install centrifugal 
exhaust fans that will run poles from the Clerk’s office up through the Court 
system offices for $3850. Steffens is not sure this will solve the problem and 
Lyn Thompson is very opposed to poles being put in her office.  The idea of 
consolidating the servers in a separate room was brought up and will be 
explored. This has the benefits of lowering office temperatures, as well as 
electrical interferences and electro-magnetic radiation. 

• WSB has submitted a bid in the amount of $12,035 to re-do the courthouse 
computer/phone wiring. With the new computer system they are going to be 
getting in the fall of 2009 it may be easier to wait until the system comes into 
do the wiring in those 3 offices. We also need to discuss where the funds will 
come from in order to pay for this project; the State Department of Revenue 
will come and do the most of the Clerk’s office at no charge. 

 
Spearman moved to support the effort to get a veteran’s transportation grant by 
Rio Grande.  Joseph seconded the motion. The vote was three Ayes.  

 
• The Veterans report was signed by the Board. Administration received a 

request for a letter of support for a grant proposal for transportation for 
veteran’s medical visits in Alamosa and the Front Range.  

 
Joseph moved to sign the support letter for the 5 county joint DOLA grant to 
purchase computer equipment for the Assessor and Treasurer. Spearman seconded 
the motion. The vote was three Ayes. 
 

• DOLA grant for computer equipment. 
 



Pace moved to set up a county logo contest with a $300 prize to be advertised countywide 
and the Board will select the winner. Joseph seconded the vote was three Ayes. The vote 
was three Ayes. 
 
Break   
 
Wendi Maez - Land Use Administrator: 

• Samuel Johnson – Conditional Use request for a Meditation Retreat Center 
located at Lots 1 thru 5, Saguache Peak Ranch.  This request is has been 
withdrawn for financial reasons.   

 
Joseph moved to approve hiring Kathryn Van Note to finish the Master Plan 
project. Pace seconded the motion. The vote was three Ayes. 
     

• The SCPC recommended that the Master Plan process be redirected by hiring 
Kathryn Van Note to continue with the process. 

 
Spearman moved to approve the Dan and Margaret McKenna and Ron Bombard 
conditional use extension. Joseph seconded the motion. The vote was three Ayes. 
 

• In December of 2004 a Subdivision Exemption request was approved for 
Daniel W. and Margaret McKenna and Ron F. Bombard.  At the time of the 
approval a condition of the approval was that the ownership of the newly 
created tract would be transferred within 60 days of the approval given.  The 
property was not ever transferred; the landowners are trying to get a loan on 
the tract and cannot due to the fact that the property wasn’t transferred when it 
should have been.  Therefore the landowners are asking for an extension of 
the approval from December 7, 2004 to October 7, 2008.   

• We have found 2 other of these types of approval that an extension will need 
to be requested after the Land Use staff speaks to the landowners. 

• The approved Subdivision Exemption resolution for Frederick L. Paulson was 
signed. 

• The approved Conditional Use resolution for Steven F. Elliott was signed. 
• Maez sent out two notices; a certified letter and regular mail to Ken and Lisa 

Drennan to clean up property their property in Villa Grove without success.  
Maez will have the Sheriff’s office post the property notification. 

• Discussion on Emergency Response and Hazard Mitigation for Oil and Gas 
Operations. 

 
Ben Gibbons – Attorney report: 

• Has had communication with Lisa Cyriacks on the Public Hearing on October 
20th.  

• The CCOG will meet on Sunday October 26 & 27 to review the 900 series, and 
again December 8-11 they will look to adopt the regulations. 

 



 
 

 
Joseph moved to enter into Executive Session at 11:25 A. M. for legal purposes 
under CRS 24-6-402 (4)(b).  Spearman seconded the motion. The vote was three 
Ayes. 
 
Spearman moved to return to regular session at 11:30 A. M. Joseph seconded the 
motion. The vote was three Ayes. 
 

• Discussion on the trails in the Baca and RS2477. 
 

Aaron Myers – Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership Foundation: 
• Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Foundation involves high school students in leadership. 

Myers attended the Colorado HOBE convention and was selected to go to Europe on a 
HOBE tour. He would like a donation to help with travel expenses. Board declined to set 
precedence and denied the request, but did give him some personal contributions. 

 
Adjourned for lunch at 12:00 P.M. 
 
Meeting reconvened at 1:05 P.M. 

 
Randal Arredondo – Supervisor Road & Bridge and Land fill: 

• Myron Smith contested his assessed square footage on his access permit fee from Road & 
Bridge, which was $14,260. He claims not all the buildings are being used commercially.  
Smith will designate which buildings are commercial and Arredondo will recompute the 
fees and send another invoice in the future. 

 
Joseph moved to purchase new Caterpillar D6XL Bulldozer on a 4 years lease to buy 
option. Pace seconded the motion. The vote was three Ayes. 

 
• The Road and Bridge Department needs a new bulldozer, as the old one has quit. 

Arredondo has researched lease purchase options. 
  

Jeannie Norris - Social Services Director 
• The TANF caseload increased slightly from six to eight active cases, with three 

pending applications. There were ten child-only cases, 383 food stamp cases, 25 
aid-to-the-needy-disabled cases, and 106 old-age-pension cases. We received an 



error-free food stamp case review, which had been examined by the state office.  
Our IV-A Unit continues to undergo review of how to best divide caseloads to 
provide the best delivery to clients. Marie Uliberri is coming in as an adult 
category technician to replace Irma Palacios, and have assigned TEFAP, Child 
Care and Medicaid to Vivian Jones. 

• The rewrite of our TANF plan is almost complete, and will be ready for review 
and signature by the Commission within the month. TANF funds are included 
each project that we might consider undertaking, so that we can have funding 
clearance. 

• Next months report will include data for two months for the CHEERS training 
facility. Pearl Jiron has been on leave. 

• August saw a decrease in child protection issues to six referrals, with two having 
been accepted for investigation. There are 11 children in placement, with a total 
of 140 children in open cases. The adult protection cases doubled to 12 during 
August. Julian Stollmeyer has been commended by the Administrative Review 
Division at the State for his case compliance level. 

• The IV-D Unit once again begins the process of recruiting and training, as Marie 
Ulibarri resigned due to increased costs in transportation to Saguache each day.  
Collections continue to be a challenge, typified by a sharp rise in unemployment 
compensation collections, and a drop in income assignment income.  

• The Adult Protection Team held its quarterly meeting, with good attendance and 
input from a variety of participants. These meetings have proven to be valuable in 
identification of resources available to our department.  Continue to address a 
growing need without funding, and have two caseworkers who are responding to 
identified needs of clients during their own time on weekends. Great staff!!   

• The LEAP program will resume during the next month, gearing up for the 
applications to be processed. Jan Garduno, our LEAP technician, reported this 
morning that funding will no longer cover those clients who identify wood as 
their primary source of heat. This is an issue to many of our clients, and we would 
request the assistance of the Commission to take this situation to our 
congressional representatives to enlist their help. 

• The asbestos removal project is complete, and the Saguache DSS building is now 
asbestos free. We are free therefore; to proceed with any needed projects as they 
arise. 

• DSS and Head Start have been in consultation with the Early Childhood Project in 
Alamosa to identify what remains to be done in Saguache in order to open the day 
care center in the Head Start facility. Available space both in the classroom and 



playground exists at this point for seven children, with modification needed only 
to provide restroom facilities and an exterior entrance so that the children are not 
mixed with preschool, older students. 

• Norris met with Bill McClure to inquire what plans the Town of Center had, if 
any, for the land where the “white house” is now located.  He brought my inquiry 
to the attention of the Center Town Council to indicate that the County would like 
to discuss the issue.  

• The Interim Transit Authority and Alamosa Bus Company continue to have 
difficulty in keeping service in effect in the Valley. Service has been sporadic at 
best to Saguache County. Our Medicaid clients continue to be served by Red 
Willow Transportation. 

 
Spearman moved to approve the purchase of a vehicle by Social Services. Pace seconded 
the motion. The vote was two Ayes. 

 
•  Social Services have driven over 14,000 miles in private vehicles which needed to be 

reimbursed. There remains $ 18,000 in the Social Services Fund which is undesignated 
and Norris would like to buy another vehicle to lessen the mileage reimbursement. Norris 
would also like to loosen the guidelines on the county vehicle use policy. It would be 
done on a case by case basis, as needed when it would make sense to  

 
Andrew Archuleta – U. S. Forest Service/Bureau of Land Management 

• No progress on the Anderson Ditch land trade. 
• Grazing allotments were discussed. 
• Working on a NEPA studying Saguache County. 
• Baca trails research shows State maintenance back in 1940 and sent the information out 

to all parties. Since then more data has been found, but the Attorney suggested a formal 
request be made to access any additional records. Any information given out will be 
given out to all interested parties. 

• Storm King Campground had only 7 paying customer this summer. The toilet will be 
removed from Big Springs Picnic area. The rental cabins are 90% occupied. 

• Travel management plan is still under study and due out summer ’09. Motorized vehicle 
map will be printed by the first of the year. Closures of roads to motorized traffic and 
enforcement will commence after that, including illegal roads. 

• Appreciate the county’s help with weed control. Still some bad areas which are seed beds 
that spread the weeds.  

• Access permits were issued to private land holders in the Baca Mountain tract. 



• Received a request from Anti Solar for a solar installation south of 285 and west of Hwy 
17. They will move forward without waiting for the national guidelines to be finalized. 
The Board would like to be involved in the NEPA process. The county is an adjacent 
property owner, as the proposed site abuts the landfill. 

• Road 5300 issue has still not been resolved; the land owners have not come into talk to 
the BLM/USFS to arrange maintenance. If the road degrades further, they might start 
giving out tickets. 

• First week in November will host a range management workshop. 
 
Richard Reynolds - Colorado Dept. of Transportation 

• Discussed the Region 5 Annual Report and statewide funding issues.  
a. Planning – New projects are on hold until federal money comes in again. 
b. Maintenance – working on preserving what is there by patching and shoulder work for 
safety. Also fixing fences along the highways to keep livestock off the road. Considering 
only plowing snow during the day on the lesser used roads. All the costs of doing 
business have gone up significantly.  
c. Engineering – very slow due to cut backs. 
d. Traffic & Safety – the intersection of 17 and County Road T is on the list to be 
upgraded. They will consider moving it up on the list because it is an inexpensive project.  

• Invited the Commissioners to attend a Panel meeting in Alamosa on October, Pace will 
attend. 

 
Melinda Myers – County Clerk: 
 
Pace moved to approve the liquor license for Gunbarrel Station. Spearman seconded the 
motion. The vote was two Ayes.   
 

• Gunbarrel Station Liquor License renewal 
 
Bill Paying 
 
Spearman moved to adjourn at 4:43 P.M. Pace seconded. The vote was two Ayes.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 



Melinda Myers Secretary to the Board of County Commissioners 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved October 14, 2008  
         
       _____________________________ 
       Chairman of the Board 
 
 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
 
Attest       Commissioner  
 
 
 
 
       _____________________________                                
       Commissioner  


